Table A.1: Typical graduation age, by level of higher education

Non-university University-level education, University-level education,
(ISCED 5) first stage (ISCED 6) second stage (ISCED 7)

Second Programs

Country All programs Short programs Long programs (e.g. US. Master's) Ph.D. equivalent
Australia 20 21 X 24 25
Austria 20-22 a 22-25 a 24-27
Belgium 21-23 a 22-24 23-26 26-30
Canada 21 22 X 24 27
Czech Republic 21-22 21-22 23-25 a 26-28
Denmark 23-24 25-27 25-27 26-27 29-35
Finland 21-22 22-24 25-26 25-26 29-30
France 20-21 a 22 a 26
Germany 21 a 26 a 29-31
Greece 20-22 a 22-24 23-24 25-27
Hungary a 21-22 23-24 26-28 a
Iceland 23 23 25 25-28 29-35
Ireland 19-21 20-22 23-24 21-24 24-27
Italy 21 22 23 a 25
Japan 20 a 22 24 27
Korea 20 22 X 24 29
Luxembourg 21-22 a* a* a* a*
Mexico 23 X 23 26 28
Netherlands a a 23 25 28
New Zealand 21 21 X 23 25
Norway 20-21 23 24 24-28 25-29
Poland 20-22 22-23 23-26 24-26 27-29
Portugal 21-22 21-22 22-24 24 26-27
Russian Federation 19-20 20-23 22-25 a 26
Spain 20 21 23 X 26-28
Sweden 20-22 22 23-24 24-27 26-29
Switzerland 23-29 a 26 a 31
Turkey 19 a 25-27 25-27 25-27
United Kingdom 20 21 X 22 26
United States 20 22 a 24 27

*In Luxembourg, only the first year of university studies can be taken. Afterwards, students have to contfinue their university studies
in foreign countries.

a = Data not applicable.

x = Data included in another category.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators, 1997, Table X1.2d.
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Table A.3: Typical cumulative years
of schooling by level of education

Country Non-university University
Australia 15 16
Austria 15 19
Belgium 15 16
Canada 15 16
Czech Republic 15 17
Denmark 14 18
Finland 14 17
France 14 16
Germany 15 19
Greece 16 16
Hungary 14 17
Iceland 17 18
Ireland 16 17
Italy 15 19
Luxembourg 16 m
Netherlands a 17
New Zealand 15 16
Norway 14 16
Portugal 14 16
Spain 14 17
Sweden 14 16
Switzerland 16 19
Turkey 14 16
United Kingdom 16 17
United States 14 16

a = Data not applicable.

m = Data not available.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development,
Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators, 1997, Table x1.1.



Table A.4: Typical starting age, by level of higher education

Non-university

University level,

University-level,

Country (ISCED 5) first stage (ISCED 6) second stage (ISCED 7)
Australia 18 18 22
Austria 18-19 18-19 22-25
Belgium 18-19 18-19 22-24
Canada 18 18 22
Czech Republic 18-19 18-19 23-25
Denmark 21-22 19-23 19-26
Finland 19-20 19-20 21-23
France 18-19 18 21
Germany 19 19 26
Greece 18-19 18-19 22-24
Hungary 18 18-19 23-25
Iceland 20 20 24
Ireland 17-18 17-18 20-24
Italy 19 19 23
Japan 18 18 22
Korea 18 18 22
Luxembourg 19 19 a
Mexico 18 18 24
Netherlands a 18 19
New Zealand 18 18 21
Norway 19 19 m
Poland 19 19-20 22-26
Portugal 18 18 22
Russian Federation 15-18 17-19 22-25
Spain 18 18 22-24
Sweden 19 19 22-24
Switzerland 19-25 20 26
Turkey 17 17 21
United Kingdom 18 18 21
United States 18 18 22

a = Data not applicable.
m = Data not available.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, Education

at a Glance: OECD Indicators, 1997, Table X1.2a.



Table A.5: Typical graduation age, upper secondary level, first educational programs

Vocational and

School-based Combined school and work

All programs General programs j vocational and based vocational and
Country fechnical programs technical programs technical programs
Australia 19 18 20 20 20
Austria 17-19 18 17-19 17-19 18-19
Belgium 18-20 18 18-20 18-20 18-20
Canada 18 m m m m
Czech Republic 18-19 18-19 18-19 18-19 17-19
Denmark 19-22 19-20 19-22 19-22 19-22
Finland 19 19 18-19 18-19 18-19
France 18-20 18 18-20 18-20 18-20
Germany 19 19 19 19 19
Greece 18-19 18-19 18-19 18-19 a
Hungary 17-18 18 17-18 18 17
Iceland 20 20 20 20 20
Ireland 17-18 17-18 17-18 17-18 17-18
Italy 17-19 19 17-19 17-19 a
Japan 18 18 18 18 a
Korea 18 18 18 18 18
Luxembourg 18-19 19 18-19 18-19 18-19
Mexico 18 18 18 18 a
Netherlands 18-19 18-19 19-20 19 18-21
New Zealand 18 18 18 18 a
Norway 19 19 19 19 19
Poland 18-20 19 18-20 18-20 18-20
Portugal 18 17 18 18 18
Russian Federation 18 17 18 18 a
Spain 16-18 17-18 16-18 16-18 18
Sweden 19 19 19 19 a
Switzerland 18-20 18-20 18-20 18-20 18-20
Turkey 17 17 17-19 17-19 17-18
United Kingdom 16-18 16-18 18 18 18
United States 18 m m m m

a = Data not applicable.

m = Data not available.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development,

Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators, 1997, Table X1.2b.



Table A.6: Typical graduation age, upper secondary level, second educational programs

Vocational and

School-based

Combined school and

All programs General programs ) vocational and work-based vocational
Country fechnical programs technical programs and technical programs
Austria 18-20 a 18-20 18-20 a
Czech Republic 21-23 a 21-23 21-23 21-23
Denmark 22-23 22-23 22-23 22-23 22-23
Finland 20-21 21 20-21 20-21 20-21
France 19-20 a 19-20 19-20 19-20
Germany 22 25 22 22 22
Hungary 19-21 20 20 21 19
Iceland 20 20 20 20 20
Ireland 18-19 a 18-19 18-19 18-19
Italy 19 a 19 a 19
Netherlands 19-20 19 20 20 20
Portugal 18 18 18 18 18
Spain 19 a 19 a 19

a = Data not applicable.

Note: Only countries which report second or further educational programs at the upper secondary level are listed.

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators, 1997, Table X1.2c.



Table A.7: Background information on eligibility requirements for upper
secondary and higher education scholarships and grants: 1994-1995

Scholarships/Grants
Eligibility dependent on
Country Related to progress Student's income Parents' income Partner's income
Australia no yes yes yes
Austria yes yes yes yes
Belgium, Flemish yes yes yes yes
Canada yes yes yes yes
Czech Republic no yes yes yes
Denmark yes yes yes no
Finland yes yes/no yes/no no
France yes yes yes yes
Germany yes yes yes yes
Greece yes no yes no
Ireland yes yes yes yes
Mexico yes yes yes yes
Netherlands yes no yes no
New Zealand yes yes yes yes
Norway yes yes yes no
Spain yes yes yes yes
Sweden yes yes no yes
Switzerland yes/no yes yes yes
United Kingdom no yes yes yes
United States no yes yes yes

o~ N

~

Related to progress only for scholarships at the secondary level when the student is no longer
of school age, and at the higher education level.

No tuition fees for public primary and secondary institutions.

No tuition fees for public institutions; eligibility depends on total income of student's family.

No tuition fees for public institutions; eligibility based on parents' income for students aged 18-19.

No tuition fees for public institutions; if student works outside academic year, income has no effect
on scholarship; parents income has effect at age 17-19.

The relationship to academic progress only pertains for scholarships at the higher education level.

No tuition fees for public institutions; within higher education, eligibility related to certified progress.
Maximum duration of scholarships/grants limited to the theoretical duration of study.

No tuition fees for public institutions.

Eligibility depends on student's and partner's income only if student is over 23; In upper secondary
only a few institutions charge fees.

"9 These criteria for eligibility pertain to higher education level only.
'' Related to progress in higher education.
2 Eligibility depends on parents' income if student is under 25 and single; grants are also related

to student progress; eligibility and relation to student progress for
scholarships vary according to scholarship under consideration.

' Eligibility depends on parents' income if student is under 19 in upper secondary education;

in public higher education, institutions may ask a small term fee for running
of student welfare activities.

"4 No tuition fees.
'° Depends on canton.
' Eligibility mainly dependent on parents' income; students aged over 25 have their own income

taken into account.

' Eligibility not specifically dependent on student progress, but if a student fails or does not

maintain a certain average, could lose scholarship; no tuition fees
for upper secondary except at private schools.



NOTE: Loans can include subsidies fo cover interest on private loans. Scholarships or grants may
consist of subsidies for housing, meals, fransport, medical expenses, books and supplies,

social and recreational purposes. For Australia, Austria, Finland, Germany:

values for certain sub-categories of specific subsidies are missing

SOURCE: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development,

Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators, 1997, Table B3.3.
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